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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment dated February 17, 2006 has been entered and considered. 
Claims ]1, 10 and 19 were amended. No claims were added or cancel. Thus, the 
currently pending claims considered below remain Claims 1 - 24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. The amendment dated February 17, 2006 corrected the 35 U.S.C. 101 deficiencies 
of claims 10-18. Therefore, the 35 USC 101 rejection raised in the Office Action 
dated November 17, 2005 is hereby withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4 Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 



Lowell (U.S. Patent Number: 6,381,632). 
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Claim 1 : Lowell discloses, in a computing environment, a system for 
providing a reward to a user of the Internet for desired web site visiting behavior, 
said system comprising: 

a. Means located at a first sever for loading a first web document over 
the internet to a user's computer, said first web document having a 
hyperlink to a different server for a second web document. (Col 3, line 60 
through Col 4, line 3) 

b. Means for monitoring at the first server whether said user selects 
said hyperlink to navigate to said second web document. (Col 4, line 37 
through Col 5, line 12) 

c. Means at said first server responsive to a detection for monitoring 
whether said user returns to said first document. (Col 4, line 37 through 
Col 5, line 12) 

d. Means at first server for providing a reward to said user in response 
to the user returning to the first web document from the second web 
document. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 2: Lowell discloses the system of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a. Means for starting a timer in response to the user selecting the 
hyperlink in the first web document. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 
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b. Means for stopping the timer when the user returns to the first web 
document and determining a timer value. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

c. Means for comparing the timer value to a first and a second 
threshold value, wherein the reward is provided to the user only if the 
timer value is greater than the first threshold value and smaller than the 
second threshold value. (Col 7, 26-34) 

Claim 3: Lowell discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the user accesses 
the first and second web documents on the user's computer which is a client 
computer, said system further comprising: 

a. Means for storing a client computer system time in response to the 
user selecting the hyperlink. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

b. Means for calculating a time value for time spent at the second web 
document by comparing a current client computer system time to the 
stored client computer system time when the user returns to the first web 
document, wherein the reward is provided to the user only if the time value 
is greater than a first threshold value and smaller than a second threshold 
value. (Col 6, lines 50-55 and Col 7, lines 26-34) 

Claim 4: Lowell discloses the system of claim 3, wherein said means for 
providing the reward to the user further comprising means for providing positively 
priced information to the client computer. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5; and 
Col 9, lines 1-5) 
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Claim 5: Lowell discloses the system of claim 3, wherein the first web 
document is associated with a server computer and said means for providing the 
reward further comprises: 

a. Means for storing unique user identification data on the client 
computer. (Col 6, lines 27-30) 

b. Means for storing user information required to reward the user on 
the server computer, the user information being retrievable based on the 
unique user identification data. (Col 8, lines 54-67) 

c. Means for providing the unique user identification data to the server 
computer in response to the user returning to the first web document for 
retrieval of the user information to effect the reward. (Col 4, line 37 
through Col 5, line 13) 

Claim 6: Lowell discloses the system of claim 1 , further comprising means 
for loading program data to the user's computer concurrently with the loading of 
the first web document, the program data being executable for monitoring the 
user selecting the hyperlink and returning to the first document and for requesting 
the reward when the user returns to the first web document. (Col 4, lines 4-27; 
Col 5, lines 26-36; and Col 7, lines 6-15) 

Claim 7: Lowell discloses the system of claim 2, wherein said first threshold 
value is a time period necessary for a human user to perceive information 
provided by the second web document. (Col 7, lines 6-15) 
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Claim 8: Lowell discloses the system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
reward comprises one or more elements from the set of: further information; a 
music file; a video file; a software product; access to an electronic service; bonus 
points usable within an e-commerce business; and a cash payment. (Col 6, line 
65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 9: Lowell discloses the system according to claim 1 , farther 
comprising: means for administrating statistical information after said user returns 
to said first web document to measure attractiveness of said second web 
document due to its accessibility through said hyperlink from said first web 
document. (Col 8, lines 6-21) 

Claim 10: Lowell discloses a computer readable code, loaded in memory for 
execution on a computer, for providing a reward to a user of the Internet for 
desired web site visiting behavior, said code comprising: 

a. First subprocesses for loading a first web document from a first 
server over the Internet to a user's computer, said first web document 
having a hyperlink to a second web document located at a second server 
connected by the internet to the user's computer and the first server. (Col 
3, line 60 through Col 4 line 3) 

b. Second subprocesses for monitoring whether said user selects the 
hyperlink to navigate to said second web document. (Col 4, line 37 
through Col 5, line 12) 
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c. Third subprocesses for monitoring whether said user returns to said 
first document from said first server. (Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 

d. Fourth subprocesses for providing a reward to said user over the 
internet from the first server in response to the user returning to the first 
web document from the second web document. (Col 6, line 6,5 through Col 
7, line 5) 

Claim 1 1 : Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 10, 
further comprising: 

a. Fifth subprocesses for starting a timer in response to the user 
selecting the hyperlink in the first web document. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

b. Sixth subprocesses for stopping the timer when the user returns to 
the first web document and determining a timer value. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

c. Seventh subprocesses for comparing the timer value to a first and a 
second threshold value, wherein the reward is provided to the user only if 
the timer value is greater than the first threshold value and smaller than 
the second threshold value. (Col 7, 26-34) 

Claim 12: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 10, 
wherein the user accesses the first and second web documents on the user's 
computer which is a client computer, said code farther comprising: 
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a. Eighth subprocesses for storing a client computer system time in 
response to the user selectings the hyperlink. (Col 6, lines 50-55) 

b. Ninth subprocesses for calculating a time value for time spent at 
the second web document by comparing a current client computer system 
time to the stored client computer system time when the user returns to 
the first web document, wherein the reward is provided to the user only if 
the time value is greater than a first threshold value and smaller than a 
second threshold value. (Col 6, lines 50-55 and Col 7, lines 26-34) 

Claim 13: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 12, 
wherein said fourth subprocesses further comprises providing positively priced 
information to the client computer. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5; and Col 9, 
lines 1-5) 

Claim 14: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 12, 
wherein the first web document is associated with a server computer and said 
fourth subprocesses further comprises: 

a. Tenth subprocesses for storing unique user identification data on 
the client computer. (Col 6, lines 27-30) 

b. Eleventh subprocesses for storing user information required to 
reward the user on the server computer, the user information being 
retrievable based on the unique user identification data. (Col 8, lines 54- 
67) 
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c. Twelfth subprocesses for providing the unique user identification 
data to the server computer in response to the user returning to the first 
web document for retrieval of the user information to effect the reward. 
(Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 13) 

Claim 15: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 10, 
further comprising thirteenth subprocesses for loading program data to the user's 
computer concurrently with the loading of the first web document, the program 
data being executable for monitoring the user selecting the hyperlink and 
returning to the first document and for requesting the reward when the user 
returns to the first web document. (Col 4, lines 4-27; Col 5, lines 26-36; and Col 
7, lines 6-15) 

Claim 16: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein said first threshold value is a time period necessary for a human user to 
perceive information provided by the second web document. (Col 7, lines 6-15) 

Claim 17: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 16, 
wherein said reward comprises one or more elements from the set of: further 
information; a music file; a video file; a software product; access to an electronic 
service; bonus points usable within an e-commerce business; and a cash 
payment. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 18: Lowell discloses a computer readable code according to claim 10, 
further comprising: fourteenth subprocesses for administrating statistical 
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information after said user returns to said first web document to measure 
attractiveness of said second web document due to its accessibility through said 
hyperlink from said first web document. (Col 8, lines 6-21) 

Claim 19: Lowell discloses a computerized method to provide a reward to a 
user interacting with a computer network, said method comprising the steps of: 

a. Loading a first document from a first server over the internet onto a 
network access device of the user in response to a user request to 
download the first document received at the first server over the computer 
network, the first document having a hyperlink to a second document on a 
second server connected to the computer network. (Col 3, line 60 through 
Col 4, line 3) 

b. Determining whether said user selects the hyperlink and navigates 
to receive said second document over the computer network from the 
second server. (Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 

c. Determining whether said user returns to said first document. (Col 
4, line 37 through Col 5, line 12) 

d. Providing a reward to said user after said user returns to said first 
document. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 20: Lowell disclose the computerized method of claim 19, further 
comprising the steps of: 
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a. If it is determined that the user has returned to the first document, 
determining an amount of time for the user spent by the user before 
returning to the first document. (Col 6, lines 50-55, Col 7, lines 6-15 and 
Col 8, lines 6-21) 

b. Comparing the amount of time to a first threshold value and a 
second threshold value. (Col 6, lines 50-55, Col 7, lines 6-15 and Col 8, 
lines 6-21) 

c. Providing the reward only if the amount of time is greater than the 
first threshold value and smaller than the second threshold value. (Col 7, 
lines 27-34) 

Claim 2 1 : Lowell discloses the computerized method of claim 1 9, wherein the 
user accesses at least one server computer associated with the computer 
network using the network access device, said method further comprising the 
steps of: 

a. Storing unique user identification data on the network access 
device. (Col 6, lines 27-30) 

b. Storing user information required to reward the user by said server 
computer, the user information being retrievable based on the unique user 
identification data. (Col 8, lines 54-67) 
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c. Providing the unique user identification data to the server computer 
in response to the user returning to the first document for retrieval of the 
user information to effect the reward. (Col 4, line 37 through Col 5, line 13) 

Claim 22: Lowell discloses the computerized method according to claim 20, 
wherein said first threshold is a time period necessary for a human user to 
perceive information provided by the second document. (Col 7, lines 6-15) 

Claim 23: Lowell discloses the computerized method according to anyone of 
claim 19, wherein said reward comprises one or more elements from the set of: 
further information; a music file; a video file; a software product; access to an 
electronic service; bonus points usable within an e-commerce business; and a 
cash payment. (Col 6, line 65 through Col 7, line 5) 

Claim 24: Lowell discloses the computerized method according to claim 19, 
further comprising the step of: administrating statistical information after said user 
returns to said first document to measure attractiveness of said second 
document due to its accessibility through said hyperlink from said first document. 
(Col 8, lines 6-21) 



Response to Arguments 

5 Applicant's arguments filed February 17, 2006 have been fully considered but 

they are not persuasive. 
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The applicant argues that the Lowell reference discloses a client and the 
analyzer are located on the same machine, and that the applicants invention is 
directed to a process whereby the client must traverse the internet and access a 
server practicing the applicants invention to set detection and the reward process in 
motion. However, the Lowell reference is not limited to the interpretation set forth in 
the applicant's arguments. The Lowell invention is directed toward incorporating his 
invention on a node in a network. Whether that node is located at the head end of 
the network connection or located on remote computer running a web server is 
immaterial to the operation of the disclosed invention. In response to the applicant's 
use of Figure 2 in the Lowell reference, Fig. 2 illustrates an embodiment of the 
Lowell invention incorporated into a personal computer connected to a network, this 
embodiment was illustrated for clarity and ease of description (Col 3, lines 2-7; and 
Col 3, lines 40 - 48). Furthermore, Lowell discloses related art that includes a 
product that is loaded on a remote server that clients can access over the Internet 
(SiteTrack)(Col 2, lines 1-15). Regarding the applicant's argument about the 
winsock typically being part of the client the examiner points out that whether you 
are dealing with operating system specific socket applications or developing raw 
socket applications, a network connection means that both the server and the client 
have active socket applications. 

The applicant also argues that Lowell does not teach a web document 
containing a hyperlink. However, Lowell: Col 4, line 62 through Col 5, line 13 
disclose monitoring use activities including browsing and downloading which 
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inherently teach that the web document in which the client is interacting has 
hyperlinks to other web documents. 

The applicant argues that Lowell does not teach a provision for a reward upon 
return to the first server from the second web document. However, Lowell: Col 4, 
line 62 through Col 5 line 13 and Col 6 lines 56 - 64)) disclose designating 
recordable activities that are stored via a raw activity file. These activities include 
connecting, disconnecting, and browsing. Lowell further discloses providing rewards 
for such recordable activities. Therefore, when recording connect and disconnects, 
an award may be given for disconnecting from a first web document and later 
returning to the first web document from a second web document. 

The applicant argues that the timing of an interval between departure via a 
hyperlink and a subsequent return to the first document is not disclosed in Lowell. 
However, Lowell discloses providing rewards based upon various activities such as 
connecting to a website, browsing a website, and disconnecting from a website (Col 
5, lines 1-12). Each of these activities is stored in a raw activity file that includes 
timestamps for each activity (Col 6, lines 5 - 20). Since browsing is one of the 
identified activities and the act of browsing cannot be relegated to a specific point in 
time, Lowell has inherently disclosed that his invention is operable to generate timing 
intervals specific to the amount of time spent on a website and providing rewards for 
such action. In regards to the comparison of thresholds, the examiner see little or no 
wait to the thresholds as currently claimed by the applicant because they provide no 
guidance as to intended bounds. The Examiner has interpreted the lower threshold 
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in Lowell to be any time greater than zero, meaning that the client never followed the 
hyperlink in the first place. The Examiner has interpreted the upper threshold to be 
a real number approaching infinity. Therefore, as long as a browsing time interval 
can be recorded it will meet the language specified in the applicant's claims. 



Conclusion 

6 THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final 
action. 

7 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John Van Bramer whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8198. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am - 5pm Monday 
through Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





ERIC W. STAMBER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



